Infant feeding and women's work in Western Samoa: a hypothesis, some evidence and suggestions for future research.
This paper argues that a key reason for the decline in the age of weaning in 3rd world countries may be an increasing workload for women associated with increasing involvement in the cash economy. This hypothesis is considered in light of data collected in an anthropological field study of a rural village in Western Samoa. Methods used were a village census, a household survey with fertility histories and questions on household economy, a questionnaire on breastfeeding, key informant interviews, observations made during residence in the village, and archival research. The ethnographic data suggest the possibility of a causal relationship between a decline in the age of weaning and an increasing workload for women in Western Samoa. In addition, other factors thought to account for a decline in the age of weaning, such as bottle feeding and urbanization, are unimportant in rural Western Samoa.